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Ely Samuel Parker was a Seneca Indian, U.S. 
Army officer, attorney, engineer, and tribal 
diplomat. He was commissioned a lieutenant 
colonel during the Civil War, when he served as 
adjutant and secretary to General Ulysses S. 
Grant. He wrote the final draft of the Confederate 
surrender terms at Appomattox. Later in his 
career, Parker rose to the rank of brevet brigadier 
general. When Grant was elected president, he 
appointed Parker as Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, the first Native American to hold that 
post. 

When Robert E. Lee met with Ulysses S. Grant 
at Appomattox, Virginia, at the surrender of the 
Confederate forces on April 9, 1865, the Union Ely S Parker 

Iroquois Chief and Union Officer commander insisted on introducing his staff 
members to Lee individually. General Lee, ever courteous, shook each man's 
hand. Among the men in Grant's entourage was Lieutenant Colonel Ely Parker. 
Lee hesitated upon meeting the swarthy Parker, apparently mistaking him for a 
freedman or mulatto; however, he quickly realized his error, extending his hand 
to Parker with the gracious comment, 'I am glad to see one real American 
here.' Parker accepted the proffered handshake, responding, 'We are all 
Americans.' 

Our speaker, James Hedtke earned a bachelor's degree in international 
relations from Saint Joseph's University, a master's in political science from 
Villanova University, and a Ph.D. in political science from Temple University. He 
has taught history and political science at Cabrini University for forty-six years. 
He is also an author with several books, including, "The Freckleton, England 
Air Disaster", ''American Civil War: Facts and Fictions", "Lame Duck Presidents: 
Myth or Reality'', and "Civil War Professional Soldiers, Citizen Soldiers and 
Native American Soldiers of Genesee County, New York: Ordinary Men of 
Valor". Hedtke also co-authored two text books, "The American Saga, Vol. I. & 
II.,, 

A native of Batavia, N.Y., Hedtke has a passion for baseball, gardening, and 
travelling. He also maintains an intense curiosity about the American Civil War. 
He is married and lives with his wife, Judy, in Broomall, Pa. They have three 
daughters. 



CIVIL WAR QUIZ 
Special thanks to Dennis Buttacavoli 

Civil War Generals had quite an array of nicknames. This month as 
promised, we will test your knowledge with Union Generals. 
We give you the nickname, name the general. 

1. One Armed Devil 
2. Slow Trot 
3. Fighting Joe 
4. Little Phil 
5. Fuss and Feathers 
6. Beast I Spoons 
7. Little Mac 
8. Uncle Billy 
9. Old Snapping Turtle 
10. The Pathfinder 

-- · .... : 

Your membership 
and continued support 
is always appreciated 
and assists with our 
programs and tours 

Send your dues to: 

Norm Dykstra 
77 Walray Ave, 

North Haledon, NJ 07508 

Did you know General Philip Kearny's favorite air 
was "Listen To The Mocking Bird" (1855) according 
to Private Robert Knox Sneden of the 40th New York. 

"August 1, 1862: "We had a fine serenade at headquarters ... and 
whiskey punch flowed freely. General Kearny's favorite air is "The 
Mocking Bird." and the band leaders know that if this tune was well 
played they will be furnished whiskey "ad libitum. " So when we have this 
fine piece played over repeatedly, or as long as the musicians can see 
his instrument. Sometimes the whiskey prevents his so doing, when the 
band is dismissed without thanks." 

During the war Sneden created about 500 watercolor drawings, and 
maps. He also created an extensive diary/memoir. The drawings, maps, 
and narrative were used to created a book entitled "Eye of the Storm", 
which was published in 2000 by the Free Press, a division of Simon and 
Schuster of New York. 

PKCWRT President Joe Truglio 
and Speaker Paul Ellis-Graham 
after his presentation on Lincoln 

and Political Cartoons 

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 

New Meeting Venue 
Hasbrouck Heights Borough Hall 

320 Boulevard, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 

Oct 16th 
James Hedtke 

Ely S Parker 

Nov 8-19 
Gettysburg Trip 

Jim Hessler & Cu/p's Hill Tour 

Nov 13th 
Chris Mackowski 

Picking the perfect army command 

Dec 1st 
Holiday Party 

William B. Styple 
Philip Kearny Book 

Phil Kearny CWRT 
Joe Truglio 

15 Tuscany Circle 
Manchester, NJ 08759 

848-227-3308 
Joseph. T ruglio@comcast.net 

Regimental Bulletin Editor 
Jim Madden 

Submission to newsletter 
JMadden@NJCivilWar.com 

Contributing Reporters 
Dennis Buttacavoli 

$25 per year for membership 
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Phil Kearny CWRT Gettysburg Trip with noted author & 
Gettysburg Licensed Battlefield Guide Jim Hessler 

DEADLINE FOR HOTEL DISCOUNT IS OCTOBER 18th 
This year's Gettysburg Trip is scheduled the weekend of November 8th-
10th. 

Our hotel is the new Best Western Gettysburg on Steinwehr Ave with 
a Round Table Rate of $100 per night, including free full breakfasts 
overlooking incredible battlefield views, complimentary high-speed 
Internet and free parking, taxes and fees not included. PKCWRT has 
reserved 10 rooms for two nights - checking in for Friday, Nov. 8th 
and checking out Sunday, Nov. 10th. Author and Gettysburg Licensed 

Battlefield Guide Jim Hessler 

If you are interested, please let us know for head count purposes at 
(GettysburgTour@PhilKearnyCWRT.org ) and call the Best Western directly at (717) 334-
1188 or use click this link: 
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.39139.html?groupld=W73VI3J2 to make your 
reservation. 

All members will be responsible for their own reservations. Please mention the Phil Kearny Civil 

Edwin Forbes' Scene behind the breastworks on Cu/ps Hill, morning of July 3rd 1863 

War Round Table of 
North Jersey or 
con fi rma ti on 
#PKCWRT110819 for 
the special rate. 
Rooms and rate will 
be released on Oct 18, 
2019. 

Saturday's Tour with 
Jim Hessler is 
tentatively scheduled 
for Culp's Hill with 
dinner reservations 
made for Saturday 
night at the Hickory 
Bridge Farm 
Restaurant & Inn in 

Orrtanna, PA, like last year. This year we will need to charge a $20 fee to cover expenses for 
the tours. 

Deadline for the Round Table Rate Ends October 18th 
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The First Civilian Causality of the Civil War was in Hudson County, 
The Mayor Dies Protecting Citizens and Soldiers 

- James M. Madden 

Edmund T. Carpenter is an unfamiliar name yet was one of the first civilian heroes who died while 
protecting citizens and soldiers during the early months of the Civil War. While the sounds of battle may 
have been 'a// quiet along the Potomac', it roared loudly on Saturday night October 5th, 1861 in North 
Jersey. Carpenter was not killed by a stray shell or bullet, but at the hands of New York soldiers, while 
mayor of Hudson City, New Jersey. 

Carpenter had a prolific civic career; elected as a Hudson County Freeholder (1853-1853), two terms in the 
State Assembly (1851, 1853), judge of common pleas (1851, 1854 ), and elected Mayor of Hudson City 
(1857, 1858, 1860, 1861 ).(1) As a profession, Edmund was an affluent cattle broker also owning the 
Carpenter Hotel near the Five Corners (Summit, Newark, and Hoboken Avenues) in Hudson City.(2) 
Carpenter was a leading public figure throughout Hudson County. 

He was born in Pleasantville, Westchester County, New York in 1820.(3) and at a young age set off to New 
York City to become a self made businessman. Later he settled in Hudson City, part of Jersey City's 
Journal Square and Heights section today, which was a cross roads and an ideal place to live and raise his 
family. Being only 2.5 miles across the Hudson River by ferry, it conveniently neighbored New York City yet 
provided a more suburban setting, making this smaller city so appealing at the time. 

When the Civil War erupted in April 1861, the United States Arsenal in Hudson City, provided a well 
situated locale for several New 
York Regiments to rendezvous, 
muster and organize as this place 
offered more open space to drill 
and quarter soldiers than most 
New York City locations before · 
they headed south. The 
"Old Arsenal", as it was referred 
to, was a rundown wooden 
arsenal, barracks and hospital 
built for the War of 1812. It 
included a large parade ground on 
Bergen Hill, a bluff overlooking 
New York City. The Old Barracks 
stood at the cross streets of 
Palisades Ave and Washburn 
Street, (where Hudson Gardens 
sits today, across from William L 
Dickenson High School) 

"fllE fH.I> AkSH,AI, , fF rtn11 n J(nr J'hotouraph ""m·d h) lht· l 'uhlu.• J.1l,r11n ) 

Thi• b<J11dmk wu i,._,,. atwl Qn l'alt..a1lr A• nu ... n r Nf'warlt Av,,.nu~ . l1 I a •rM!"al. t.rrM'"" af'tfl ho.ui ... l In W&f' uf ld l 

German young men were recruited in New York City and Brooklyn, and then transported to Hudson 
City. They were enticed to enlist being outfitted with a uniform of a green frock coat, gray pants and black 
cap, all trimmed with green with a death head skull brass ornament on the front of their cap.(4) The recruits 
would be trained and housed at the Old US Arsenal location until entire companies could be organized to 
bring the regiment to full strength. 
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Colonel Eugene A Kozlay, a former Hungarian Army captain, was employed 
as a withdrawal entry clerk at the New York Customs House in 1861. His 
colleagues recognized his military talents and approached him to organize a 
regiment. At first, the regiment was branded the "Schwarze Jager" or Black 
Rifles to indicate their desire to be outfitted as a sharpshooter regiment, but 
soon they incorporated the name of their boss and mendacious sponsor, the 
politically connected collector at the Customs House, Hiram Barney. The 
regiment would be designated the 54th New York Volunteer Infantry. (5) 

Col. Eugene A, Kozlay 
54th New York Volunteers 

Recruiting started in mid July 1861 with the regiment officially mustered in 
from September 5th through Oct 15th, 1861 for three years. Their stay in 
Hudson City was a very tumultuous one; recruiting was slow, officers 
quarreled with each other and as the men increased so did the expenses. 
Funds were tight as Kozlay struggled to sustain his troops in the midst of 

escalating desertions. Colonel Kozlay paid local saloons around Hudson City to supply his troops with 
rations of beer to keep his Teutonic soldaten content.(6) 

Troubles were not only within the regiment but around the neighborhood 
they encamped. While some local merchants and taverns enjoyed 
making a quick buck from the regiment's presence, there had been 
several incidents where young women of the City reported being 
accosted in the streets by the green frocked, death head skull capped 
soldiers. 

On Saturday evening October 5th, the regiment's external troubles were 
brought to a head when a soldier walking on the street bumped into a 
young woman, Matilda Conk. It was unfortunately for this young German 
as her husband Henry was only a few yards behind her, witnessing the 
incident and took the encounter as an "indecent assault" upon his wife 
there by promptly returning the insult with a good thumping. The 
instigator escaped his attacker by taking refuge in a nearby store, 
however 'Hank' Conk followed, cornering him and finishing with a more 

Hiram Barney 
Collector, US Customs House & 
mendacious regimental sponsor 

sever beating. Stumbling back to the Old Arsenal, the pummeled antagonist related to his comrades 
of his hard luck where at once they set out to return the indignity, heading into Hudson City toward 
the supposed home of their comrade's offender. A case of mistaken identity led the solders to a place 
which they had frequented often, the hotel and public house of Henry H. Newkirk, on the Five 
Corners. The beaten soldier had heard the name "Hank" called out to his attacker during his thrashing 
but mistakenly assumed it was the proprietor of the Newkirk Hotel also called "Hank". Hank Newkirk 
was tending bar in his hotel's saloon when bricks and debris pelted his establishment, breaking 
windows and shutters in mistaken retaliation. One hotel patron was struck in the head by a flying brick 
though a broken window while sitting in the parlor reading his newspaper. The German soldiers not 
satisfied with the damage, entered the hotel's saloon attempting to drag off "Hank" from behind his 
bar. Patrons stopped them and successfully ushered the hotel proprietor to safety behind closed and 
locked doors. (7) 

The incident sounded the general alarm with fire bells rung throughout Hudson City and a crowd of 
over three hundred gathered outside on the street around the hotel. As news of the incident grew, 
alarmed citizens gathered telling and retelling of the wrongdoing which had just unfolded, stirring up 
more anger toward the interloping German recruits. 

News of the impending riot traveled quickly back to the Old Arsenal as Colonel Kozlay put his own 
armed guards onto the streets to round up all soldiers about the city, least they get into anymore 
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trouble. It was one of these squads which encountered the outraged mob outside of the Newkirk 
Hotel, who then set upon the Germans in rage and frustration. 

The 60 year old Mayor Carpenter, the recognized community leader and peace maker stepped 
forward to quell the disturbance as the heated mob sought quick justice. Insults were exchanged with 
the approaching soldiers, then pushing, shoving and chaos ensued as one soldier, armed for combat 
with a camp hatchet, went down from the blows of the frenzied mob. The city's coroner interceded 
saving his life from the frenzy as several other citizens were also injured. It was during this exchange 
Mayor Carpenter was stabbed five or six times about the head and body from the bayonets of the 
soldiers. News had the Mayor being seriously wounded and his injuries fatal. (B) 

Order was restore when the soldiers escaped back to their camp and the mayor was carried to the 
safety of his home. 

That night a number of special policemen were sworn in, the Bergen Cadet militia lead by Captain 
Abraham Speers was called out as well as all companies of the 2nd New Jersey Militia to be kept at 
the ready in case of other troubles during the night or the following day. Newspapers far and wide 
carried the story on their front pages. (9) 

Colonel Kozlay was cooperative, agreeing to hand over any of the offending soldiers to the local 
authorities and paying all damages incurred. 

There is no indication any soldier were ever arrested for the stabbing of the mayor or handed over 
despite calls for it and rumors of a counter attack upon the Old Arsenal, nor were there any other 
problems with the soldiers after that incident. Kozlay wisely locked down his camp, only issuing 
passes when necessary. There was one minor occurrence reported a few nights after the riot when 
the night guard on duty was struck in head a rock but only slightly injured. The retaliatory perpetrators 
were never caught. (10) 

Undaunted by the recent unrest, the 
regiment continued with their regular 
activities and went ahead with their 
previously scheduled flag presentation, two 
days later, where a standard of silk colors 
were presented to the regiment along with 
gifts to their officers. Colonel Kozlay had 
opened the invitation to the general public, 
especially the citizens of Hudson City, 
publishing an advertisement in the 
newspapers, however the invite was 
carefully worded admitting "a gentlemen 
AND a lady". Males in the company of 
females were less likely to cause trouble. 

HIRAM BARNEY RIFLES .. 
( 5CHWAJlZE .JAGER) , 

COL EUGENE D'KOSLAY. 1 

The FJ11g Pr~enta.Uoa Qf the 11.bove Regiment will take 1 
place TO·DA Y. the 7th cf October, at 3 o'clock P. M , al , 
the Camr of the R~ghuent, Hudson City, ne11r Hoboken. : 

On this c!cclt~fon the celebr1u-•tl GermA.n L!ederkra.ns1 
with orber Soclctl~s, will give their cooperation, 

Tickets can be had at the Camp, admilung a. gentleman 
and lady. 

In behalf of the ladies. 
THE COM'!#IfTJf, 

FERD, KOE:SIG, WAPLB. 
li'H. JHHIJ.BgROER. J,. 8TF.KN 
WJI. Bl""SS, AD. lJEER. ........ ...,, ....... _,_ "'"" ................. 

Koslay's carefully worded Oct 7 th 1861 New York Times advertisement 
inviting the public to the regiment's flag presentation in Hudson City. 

Despite the local militia being called out and at the ready for this occasion, there were no difficulties. 
The ceremony went off peacefully with music and dancing into the night until a steady rain broke up 
the festivities . (11) 

As the 54th New York celebrated their genesis and Hudson City citizens and friends along with them, 
Carpenter's health was still being reported in the newspapers as improving but confined at home. The 
seriousness of the mayor's health was made more evident by the appointment of Garrett Van Ripher, 
his deputy, who was assigned to step in and take over the official civic duties as the city's acting 
mayor. 
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The regiment continued to be quartered at the Old Arsenal without incident; they came to full strength 
and sent to Washington on October 281h. The riot and those injured almost forgotten, no public word 
appeared again about Mayor Carpenter for several weeks until his demise a month and half later, on 
a late November Thanksgiving Day. The stress of life threatening injuries caught up to the elderly 
mayor. Suffering several deep stab wounds from bayonets was too much to overcome and Edmund 
passed away from an infection complicated with a unbreakable fever his physicians could not treat. 

Carpenter was laid out and waked at his home, as was the custom for the time. The funeral 
procession was over a mile long attended by many Hudson County dignitaries, elected officials and 
citizens. At the memorial service, Rev Dr Benjamin C. Taylor, pastor of the Bergen Dutch Reformed 
Church lamented the fallen mayor as having been quick to forgive his attackers remarking "the 
assault made upon him, he attributed to no evil intent upon him personally but to the madness and 
ferocity of the hour, and he could individually forgive it alf'. (12) 

He was laid to rest in the Speers Cemetery on Van Wagen Street in the town of Bergen. (13) 

Carpenter left behind a widow and six children. 

As the Civil War dragged on for four more years, it brought more casualties and more local fallen 
heroes who sacrificed their life for their country and Mayor Carpenter was quickly forgotten. No public 
markers, parks or buildings stand to remember this fallen heroic mayor who as a public servant gave 
his life in an effort to keep the peace between his community and Union soldiers, nor is there any 
trace of Mayor Carpenter as his grave stone and exact resting place can no longer be found in the 
Speer Cemetery. As with his name and death, his final resting place has been lost to time. 

--------------------------------------------------
1) Winfield, Charles H .. History of the County of Hudson, New Jersey, from its earliest settlement to the present time, New York: 
Kennard & Hay Stationery M'fg.and Printing Co., 1874. 

2) US Census, Year: 1860; Census Place: Hudson City, Hudson Co, New Jersey; Roll M653_692; Page:522; Image:51; Family 
History Library Film: 803692 and US Census Year:1850; Census Place: North Bergen, Hudson Co, New Jersey; Roll M432_ 452; 
Page: 227A; Image: 104. 

3) Carpenter, Daniel H, History and Genealogy of the Carpenter Family in America, Jamaica, NY, Marion Press, 1901 

4) Todd, Frederick P, American Military Equipage, 1851-1872, Volume II State Forces, NY, Chatham Square Press, 1983 

5) Regimental Journal of Colonel Eugene A. Kozlay, Commanding, 54th Regt. New York Volunteers. Transcribed by Janet Kozlay, New 
York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs: Military History 
http: // dmna. state.ny. us/historic/reghist/ civil/infantry I 54thinf/ 54 thinfKozlay Journal l .htm 
Kozlay notes in his journal, while Hiram Barney is given credit as the sponsor of the regiment, Barney "did not give a single cent 
towards the organization of the regiment; tho' I requested him to loan us some money, but I was refused". Officers of the regiment 
resented this and Kozlay had to "compel" them "to be present at the presentation of the regimental flags in Hudson City" and also to 
receive Barney "with civilly, keeping every ill feeling unnoticed". Despite this, the regiment continued to be called Hiram Barney's 
Black Rifles and were only armed with 1842 muskets . 

6) Regimental Journal of Colonel Eugene A. Kozlay. Historical Data Systems, Inc. P.O. Box 35 , Duxbury, MA 02331, 
www.civilwardata.com/active/pers _ dir.html 

7) Hudson County Courier (Jersey City) Oct 7, 1861, US Census Year: 1860; Census Place: Hudson City, Hudson Co, New Jersey; 
Roll M653_692; Page: 548; Image: 77; 

8) New York Tribune, Oct 8, 1861 

9) The Daily Gazette. (Janesville, Milwaukee), Oct 9 1861 Burlington Weekly Hawk Eye, (Burlington, Iowa) Oct 12, 1861 , N.Y. 
Reformer, (Watertown, NY) Oct 12, 1861 

10) Jersey City Courier (Jersey City) Oct 7, 1861, American Standard, Oct 9, 1861 
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11) New York Times, Oct 8, 1861, New York Tribune, Oct 30, 1861. During this presentation, the 54111 New York Volunteers was 
also given a black flag embroidered with silver skull and crossbones by one of their officers, which they carried during the early 
months of their service. 

12) American Standard, Dec 5, 1961 

13) Both the town of Bergen and Hudson City were annex into Jersey City on May 2, 1870. Abraham Speers, a mortician served as an 
officer in the Hudson Brigade militia and later Lt Colonel in the 2"d New Jersey Volunteers. He opened his small nonsectarian 
cemetery in 1857 around the comer from the Dutch Reformed Church. The L shaped cemetery is a little over an acre, and was Speer's 
private interest. Today it is considered the "Forgotten Cemetery" as often neglected, no one claims ownership and it is hidden by tall 
buildings on a side street off the Bergen Square in Jersey City. No evidence of Mayor Edmund T. Carpenter' s headstone or gravesite 
can be found and has been lost to time. 

This article originally appeared in New Jersey's Civil War Odyssey, a publication from the New Jersey Civil War 150 Committee . . 
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A map of the "Five Corners" area 
within Hudson City, NJ during the 
1860s. 

The arrow at the bottom of the map 
indicates where the old US Arsenal 
was located. The circle at the top 
of the map shows where Henry 
Newkirk had his hotel and saloon. 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ 
From Page 2 

1. Philip Kearny 

2. George H Thomas 

3. Joseph Hooker 

4. Phil Sheridan 

5. Winfield Scott 

6. Benjamin Butler 

7 . George McClellan 

8. William Sherman 

9. George Gordon Meade 

10. John C Fremont 
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